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Latest publication of the Black Country
Society . . .

Map of
Black Country

Tramway System
(ABOUT 1920)

B'ack and White 20p plus postage

* This map gives details of Horse-drawn,
Steam and Electric Trams

®* Dates when routes opened or updated
Illustrations of various types of tram

Details of the Black Country tramway
companies

® |Industrial information showing some of
the major firms served by the tramway
system.

THE MAP WAS DRAWN FOR THE BLACK COUNTRY
SOCIETY BY RON MOSS., ASSISTED BY ANDREW
RUTTER AND GEORGE MORRAN

Available from addresses on
inside back cover
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Editorial

WHAT IS THERE TO SAY AT THIS TIME
THAT WON'T KEEP?
EXCEPT TO WISH—

A
HAPPY
AND
PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR

TO

OUR
READERS
ADVERTISERS
CONTRIBUTORS
PRINTERS

None on yer bay goin’ ter argu’ wi’ that,
bin yer ?




SOCIETY NEWS

FYHE society now enters its

seventh year of existence and
it is hoped. as in recent years, to
further increase in strength and
broaden even more its horizons.
The committee wishes to thank all
members for their support in help-
ing to maintain the society’s
standards. It is the loyalty shown
by the membership that has helped
the society to continue to grow des-
pite the difficult times of the last
few vears.

A feature of the past year has
been the increased number of meet-
ings. This was carried out as an
experiment and has proved success-
full in that a greater variety of
themes can be covered, thus attract-
ing a wider range of members over
a period.

On Wednesday, 11 October,
members were invited to the Tipton
Sports Union headquarters, Gospel
Ouak Road, Tipton, where a talk
was given on the history and
achievement of the Tipton Harriers
by Mr. G. Wood, a recent past cap-
tain of the club. This was not a dull
list of athletic records. but a most
informative talk embracing in-
teresting points of local social
history of the early 20th century,
The story is of a club, founded in
1910 in humble conditions, that
has over the years ridden high and
suffered many setbacks, yet is still
going strong as the great achieve-
ment of 1972 exemplifies—when the
club beat the world in the com-
rades race in South Africa. A
proud tribute to Black Country
sportsmen!

LN

JOHN BRIMBLE

Negotiations are still continuing
with the Tipton Sports Union for
the use of these premises and the
October meeting there gave mem-
bers a chance to see the facilities
available.

On Thursday, 26 October, at
Dudley Art Gallery, Mr. R. Traves
gave an illustrated talk on the
development of the Black Country
Museum. This was significant in
that the society played no small
part in the early progress of the
museum project, and we are now
all delighted with the fact that the
museum site at Tipton Road,
Dudley has now been purchased by
Dudley Council. This is one more
obstacle surmounted and we can
now look to the future of the
museum with much more hope.

On Monday,
meeting was held

November 6, a
at "The New

Hotel’, Birchfield Lane. White-
heath, when Mr. Eric Philpotts
presented an illustrated talk:

‘Oldbury’s past on Film'. This
turned out to be a most entertain-
ing evening.

Two informal evenings with food
as the theme were held in Novem-
ber. That on the 15 was a grorty
puddin’ evening at the Bald’s Lane
Tavern. Lye, whilst on the following
week (November 21), a gray pay
evening took place at the Swan
Inn, Darlaston. The congenial
atmosphere of these meetings
allowed members the opportunity
of talking between themselves and
meeting new friends.

On 14 December the Christmas
dance took place at Stewarts and



Lloyds Club, Bilston and on the
16 of that month a festival of nine
carols and nine lessons was held at
St. Thomas’s Church (Top Church),
Dudley.

With the Autumn '72 magazine
a questionnaire was circulated ask-
ing members to state their views on
the new development plans for the
Black Country. The response was
encouraging and we would like to
thank all members who partici-
pated. It is worthy of note that
this exercise, and the society’s con-
cern for the future of the region
as well as the past, has drawn
praise and congratulations from
various official sources,

The society is still in discussion
with Dudley Council concerning
its offer of volunteer labour to res-
tore the chainshop at Mushroom

Green, Progress is being made and
a positive decision can be expected
soon. Persons wishing to partici-
pate in this venture, please contact
the secretary. Individuals skilled
in carpentry, bricklaying and kin-
dred trades will be especially wel-
comed.

A noticeable feature now being
proudly displayed by certain male
members, is the attractive tie: dark
blue in colour, with the society
emblem emblazoned in gold. The
tie is most distinctive when worn,
and has prompted the committee
to consider some possible adorn-
ment in a similar vain to be worn
by female members.

May I take this opportunity, on
behalf of the officers and committee
members to wish everyone a happy
and prosperous new year.
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TUNNEL RE-OPENING AT DUDLEY

Easter Saturday, Sunday and Monday,
April 21, 22 and 23

at Parkhead, Peartree Lane, Dudley
(off Dudley-Halesowen Road)

The proprietors of the Dudley Canal Trust wish to announce the
grand re-opening of the famous Dudley Tunnel and the re-built
Parkhead locks on the Dudley Canal. The worthy chairman of the
British Waterways Board, Alderman Sir Frank Price, has kindly
consented to open the proceedings at 3 o'clock on Easter Saturday,
together with His Worship the Mayor of Dudley. A large number
of canal craft will be on hand and boat trips will be available to
the public both along the Dudley No. 2 line and also through the
Dudley Tunnel, man-made wonder of the Black Country.

A pavilion of exhibitions will be erected and delicious refreshments
are being provided
On the Saturday evening, a Grand Barbecue will be commenced
Maroons, rockets, bands and militia will be much in evidence

The proprietors will make no charge for admission; your attendance
at this unique function will amply reward their efforts
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BLACK COUNTRY SOCIETY
WINTER PROGRAMME, 1973

Wednesday, January 10, 1973, 8.00 p.m.
The Crown and Cushion Inn, Ocker Hill, Tipton.

Dr. E. R. Clark : The Wolverhampton Trolleybuses.

A talk and film.

Tuesday, February 20, 1973, 8.00 p.m.
The Union Inn, Union Street. Tipton. Rev. R. Efemey
(Vicar of Dudley): Relations today between the
Anglicans and Methodists of the Black Country.

Wednesday, March 7, 1973, 8.00 p.m.
The Tipton Sports and Social Club, Gospel Oak, Tip-
ton : Annual General Meeting of the Society. Fol-
lowed by a slide show and buffet.

Saturday, March 24, 1973, 7.00 for 7.30 p.m.
The Britannia Inn, Hall Green Street, Bradley, Bil-
ston. An Informal Dinner. Soup, chicken with roast
pork, vegetables, sweet, cheese and biscuits, coffee.
Tickets £1 from the Secretary. Please order as soon
as possible as the number of places is limited.

Wednesday, March 28, 1973, 8.00 p.m.
The Weden Inn, High Bullen, Wednesbury. A Domino
and Crib Night. Players and non-players are invited
for an enjoyable evening.

Wednesday, April 11, 1973, 8.00 p.m.
The Red Lion, Park Street (near Railway Station),
Walsall. Alan Price: Waterways in Focus. The
Director of the Photographic Sub-Committee of the

B.C.S. introduces some of his colour slides of local
canal scenes.

The Society welcomes non-members to all its meetings
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“BIBLE ” OF BLACK COUNTRY HUMOUR

OVER 20,000 COPIES OF BLACK COUNTRY STORIES HAVE
BEEN SOLD

Have you obtained your copy ?

Only 35p, plus 3ip postage
(from addresses on inside back cover)
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